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February 6,2018

The Honorable Matthew D. Dowling
Pennsylvania House of Representatives
538 East Wing
PO Box 202051
Harrisburg, P A l7 120-205 I

Dear Representative Dowling:

Thank you for your January 23,2018 correspondence regarding the Fayette County Emergency
Solutions Grant (ESG) award and the lack of funding to the City Mission-Living Stones emergency shelter.
The demand for very limited resources to address critical needs for Pennsylvania's homeless was staggering
this year. With over $12 million in requests for $5.7 million in available resources, the Department of
Community and Economic Development (DCED) was tasked to fund projects based on Pennsylvania's
established priorities in its Consolidated Plan and 2017 Annual Action Plan, approved by the US
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). It was also tasked to provide resources to those
communities and activities which demonstrated a program design which met with HUD's priorities for
those experiencing homelessness.

While we recognize that emergency shelter is a vital part of a community's overall approach to
addressing homelessness, it is one part of the full continuum of responses to the need. HUD has continued
to transition its priorities away from the traditional emergency shelter provision to a focused housing first
approach that seeks to rapidly place households into stable housing environments. Our federal partners are
encouraging states to end homelessness. DCED has noted that in accordance with the federal definition of
homelessness, individuals and families in an emergency shelter are still considered homeless.

Emergency shelters will continue to be an integral part of the process to end homelessness. We
recognize that not every family in need of assistance is ready to be immediately housed and a short shelter
stay may be necessary. However, we are unable to provide as much funding to shelters as we have in the
past. Holistically, every community must examine all the possible resources available to them to solve the
local need.

DCED provided a $100,000 ESG grant to Fayette County to provide rapid rehousing and street
outreach services and was equally excited to see that HUD funded $1,002,968 in Continuum of Care
funding to the county and $105,595 split between Armstrong and Fayette counties as well. DCED will
continue to partner with the county and its local agencies to identiSr approaches to funding that will include
private and foundation partners and possibly other government resources to address the homeless needs in
Fayette and across Pennsylvania.

For your information, attached is a list of communities awarded ESG funds this year,

If you have further questions, or need additional information, please don't hesitate to contact Kathy
Possinger, Director, Center for Compliance, Monitoring & Training, DCED, at 717-720-7315 and
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Sincerely,

Robert Casey, United States Senate
Pat Toomey, United States Senate
Bill Shuster, United States House of Representatives
Pat Stefano, Pennsylvania Senate
Bud Cook, Pennsylvania House of Representatives
Pam Snyder, Pennsylvania House of Representatives
Ryan Warner, Pennsylvania House of Representatives
Vincent Vicities, Fayette County Comm issioner
Dave Lohr, Fayette County Commissioner
Angela Zimmerlink, Fayeffe County Commissioner
Mark Smith, Governor's Office
Kate Roberts, Governor's Office
Dennis Davin, DCED
Kathy Possinger, DCED
Barry Wickes, DCED


